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URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  WEST  BRIDGPORD 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1951 


To : 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
West  Bridgford  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1951  along  with 
the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  legislative  excitements  of  the  immediate  post-war  period 
have  died  down.  The  year  1951  seemed  comparatively  quiet. 

Certainly  there  were  the  local  County  and  City  Acts  to  preoccupy 
many  people  but  nationally  the  output  of  new  law  was  mostly  of  a 
consolidating  and  amending  nature.  The  word  patching,  perhaps, 
although  hardly  a  legal  term,  might  more  properly  describe  the 
odds  and  ends  of  health  and  social  law  we  are  seeing  introduced 
just  now.  It  is  obvious  that  a  feeling  of  uncertainty  prevails. 

Not  only  is  it  inevitable  that  the  spate  of  hurried  legislation 
we  experienced,  after  the  war  should  need  amending,  in  the  light 
of  experience,  but  serious  financial  difficulties  and  radical 
social  experiments  coming  on  us  together  have  produced  a  turmoil 
of  conflicting  interests  which  is  having  to  be  met  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  restrictions  and  modifications  and  postponements, all 
in  the  nature  of  expedients  and  frustrating  to  everyone. 

It  seems  unlikely  that  there  will  be  any  major  alteration  in 
the  set  up  of  the  health  services  in  the  near  future.  The 
desirability  of  changes  in  our  system  of  local  government  has  to 
be  considered  at  the  same  time. 

By  the  Nottingham  City  and  County  Boundaries  Act  West  Bridgford 
lost  to  the  City  456  acres  of  land  and  1 300  people.  This  transfer 
took  place  on  the  first  of  April,  1952,  and  therefore  the  figure 
of  population  of  the  Urban  District  recorded  in  this  report  is  not 
affected. 

The  Nottinghamshire  County  Council  Act,  which  was  passed  in 
the  autumn  of  the  year,  is  a  comprehensive  Act  conferring  on  the 
County  Council  and  County  District  Councils  further  powers  in 
relation  to  land,  highways,  health,  and  local  government  generally. 
The  various  Parts  of  the  Act  come  into  operation  at  different  times, 
some  according  to  the  resolution  of  the  local  authorities.  Part 
VII,  which  relates  to  the  licensing  of  premises  used  for  massage, 
etc. ,  and  which  was  not  by  the  Act  itself  an  immediate  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  the  district  authorities,  was  made  so  by  resolution  of  the 
County  Council  on  the  5th  of  February,  1952,  and  is  now  in  operation. 

Amongst  the  minor  legislation  referred  to,  the  amending 
National  Assistance  Act  should  be  mentioned*  .I-.t  simplifies 
and  shortens  the  procedure  for  getting  helpless  persons  into 
hospital  or  other  institution,  without  reducing  the  safeguards. 

This  Council  took  advantage  of  the  Act  to  confer  authority  on  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  acting  in  consultation  with  the  Chairman 
of  the  Council  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the 
Clerk,  to  proceed  at  once  to  obtain  the  necessary  Order  from  a 
Justice. 

The  care  of  old  people  continues  to  receive  the  prominence 
it  deserves.  This  is  a  service  where  voluntary  effort  has  been 
left  a  large  field  for  operation.  Co-operation  with  the  statutory 
bodies  is  essential  but  money  makes  for  independence  and  perhaps 
it  may  yet  be  found  that  taxation  will  neither  extinguish  the 
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spirit  of  voluntary  service  nor  appropriate  all  the  available 
money.  The  work  being  done  by  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees 
is  of  such  a  personal  and  intimate  character  that  no  official  could 
hope  to  do  it  so  well  and  with  such  acceptance. 

The  epidemiological  features  of  the  year  were  the  continuance , 
in  the  early  part,  of  the  measles  epidemic  which  commenced  in 
October,  1950>  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications 
of  scarlet  fever,  the  increased  incidence  of  which  was  spread  over 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  and  which  constituted  a  nuisance 
rather  than  a  menace  ,•  because  of  its  mildness,  its  ’'dropping 
incidence”,  and  its  persistency.  Mercifully,  poliomyelitis  was 
confined  to  one  non -fatal  case. 

I  am  indebted  to  my  colleagues  for  their  help  and  co-operation 
and  to  you,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  acknowledge  my  appreciation 
of  your  unfailing  courtesy  and  interest. 


I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


Wm.  B.  Watson, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 


Councillor  Mrs  C.  James, 


\ 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 


W.  B.  Watson,  L.R.C.P.,  L,R. C, S. ,D.P.H. 
C.  Webb,  A, R, San, I. ,  M.S.I.A. 

B, J.  Buckingham,  Cert,  R.S.I.and 

S.I.  E,  J •  B, 


Engineer  and  Surveyor 


R.  Dewsberry,  M. I.M.  &  Cy.  E. , 

A.M.T.P.I. 


STATISTICS 


Area  of  District 
Registrar-General  * s  estimate  of 
resident  population,  mid -1  951 
Census  figure,  .1951 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at 
31.12,51 

Rateable  value  at  31,12.51 
Product  of  penny  rate  per 
annum  (1951/1952) 


3,501  acres 


24,780 

24,838 

7,941 

£212,605 

£866 


Live  Births 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  pop). 


Deaths 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1 ,000  pop). 
Corrected  Death  Rate 
Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  (per  1  ,000  live  births) 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 


Total  Male  Female 

332  1 80  152 

13.4  (Eng.  and  Wales  15.5) 

Total  Male  Female 

335  159  176 

13.5  (Eng.  and  Wales  12.5) 

11,1 

18  (Eng.  and  Wales  29,6) 


The  following  table  presents  for  comparison  some  of  the  Vital 
Statistics  of  the  District  and  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  past  14 
years. 


Live  Births 


Infant 

Deaths  Mortality 


Tear 

Popula¬ 

tion 

Total  Rate 

No.  per 

1  ,000 
pop. 

Eng 

& 

Wales 

Total  Grude  Corr- 

No.  Rate  ected 

per  Rate 

1  ,000 

POP. 

Eng 

& 

Wal  es 

kate 

per 

1  ,000 

Live 

Births 

Eng. 

& 

Wales 

1938 

21  ,150 

2  OR 

9.5 

15.1 

237 

11.2 

10.3 

11 . 

6 

54 

53 

1939 

21 , 340 

196 

9.2 

15.0 

266 

12.4 

— 

12. 

1 

15 

50 

1 940 

22,490 

228 

1  0.1 

1 4*8 

272 

12.1 

- 

14. 

3 

35 

55 

1941 

23,060 

218 

9.4 

14.2 

329 

14.3 

— 

12. 

9 

62 

59 

1942 

22,160 

277 

12.5 

15.8 

242 

10.  Q 

— 

1 1 . 

6 

1 1 

49 

1943 

21  ,530 

298 

1 3.8 

16.5 

295 

13.2 

— 

12. 

1 

44 

49 

1  r 

1944 

22,000 

376 

17.1 

17.6 

258 

11.7 

— 

11. 

6 

40 

46 

•1945 

21 ,970 

319 

14.5 

16.1 

265 

12.1 

— 

11. 

4 

38 

46 

1  946 

23,11 0 

347 

15 

19.1 

252 

10.9 

— 

1 1  . 

5 

17 

43 

1947 

23,560 

368 

15.6  ' 

20.5 

295 

12.5 

— 

1  2. 

0 

27 

41 

1  948 

24,190 

353 

1 4. 6 

17.9 

271 

11.2 

— 

1  0. 

8 

28 

34 

1949 

24,420 

328 

13.4 

16.7 

325 

13.3 

11.0 

1 1  . 

7 

30 

32 

1950 

24,600 

31  8 

13.0 

15-8 

295 

12.0 

1  0.0 

1 1  • 

6 

22 

30 

1  951 

24,780 

332 

13.4 

15.5 

335 

13.5 

11.1 

1  2. 

5 

1  8 

29,6 
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POPULATION  The  figure  of  population  obtained  by  the  census 
was  published  in  time  to  be  recorded  in  a  foot-note 
in  my  report  for  1950*  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Registrar- 
General  has  not  used  this  figure  but  has  produced  an  estimated 
figure  for  the  same  instant  of  time.  The  difference  between 
the  two  figures  is  not  sufficient  to  affect  materially  the 
vital  statistics.  The  steady  climb  towards  the  figure  of 
25,000,  which  in  the  past  has  been  used  in  legislation  as 
conferring  on  administrative  areas  certain  rights  and  privileges, 
will  be  interrupted  now  by  the  loss  of  Wilford  to  the  City. 

BIRTH  RATE  The  national  rate  continued  the  fall  which  commenced 
after  the  peak  of  1947*  The  local  rate  halted  and 
even  "improved"  a  little.  The  old  biological  principles  which 
welcomed  a  high  birth  rate  are  now  being  challenged  by  a  revival 
of  the  Malthusian  bogey.  Most  of  us  merely  stand  by  and  watch. 
At  least  this  is  not  the  place  to  comment  on  a  subject  which  has 
filled  volumes  and  must  take  into  account  the  problem  of  Asia’s 
teeming  millions. 

DEATH  RATE  There  were  more  deaths  in  1951  than  in  any  previous 
year  and  it  will  be  noticed  that,  apart  from  1 941 , 
which  was  an  exceptional  year  through  the  operation  of  war,  the 
crude  rate  was  the  highest  ever  recorded.  A  study  of  the  causes 
of  death  does  not  reveal  any  special  agency  at  work  but  when  the 
numbers  are  broken  up  according  to  the  quarters  of  the  year  it 
is  seen  that  the  first  quarter  v/as  largely  responsible  for  the 
increase.  This  is  the  common  experience  when  weather  conditions 
are  trying.  The  Certified  causes  of  death  of  old  people  carried 
off  during  the  latter  half  of  winter  seldom  show  any  connection 
with  adverse  weather  conditions  but  are  just  those  v/hich 
commonly  terminate  life  in  the  aged.  Throughout  the  year  there 
were  actually  nine  fewer  deaths  attributed  to  bronchitis  than 
in  1950  and  six  fewer  to  kidney  diseases,  while  diseases  of  the 
arteries  increased  by  about  thirty.  But  there  are  fashions  in 
the  certifying  of  death  and  in  the  labelling  of  disease  and  only 
in  the  fact  of  death  can  we  be  at  all  precise. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  SECTION  47 »  One  person  was  removed 

from  her  home  under  the 

power  conferred  by  this  statute.  She  was  74  ysars  of  age  and 
had  been  under  observation  for  a  year  because  of  her  degenera¬ 
ting  ways.  She  was  a  widow,  living  alone.  Action  was  deferred 
until  the  relatives  and  her  own  doctor  were  ready  to  support 
the  contention  of  the  neighbours,  who  had  been  saying  for  a 
long  time  that  she  ought  to  be  removed.  She  was  taken  to  an 
institution  but  was  soon  transferred,  to  a  general  hospital 
where  her  mental  aberration,  which  had  been  insufficient  to 
justify  certification  beforehand,  rapidly  increased  and,  with 
it,  a  bodily  deterioration  set  in  which  resulted  jji  her  death 
a  few  weeks  after  admission.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  asked  to  report  in  some  detail  on  these  cases  in  his  annual 
report.  This  is  the  only  reason  for  presenting  these  details 
of  a  case  which  could  be  nothing  but  distressing  to  all 
concerned.  It  illustrates  a  type  which  local  authorities 
meet  with,  where  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  necessity  for  the 
removal  but  where  this  snapping  of  the  last  link  with  the 
familiar  world  leads  to  a  rapid  breaking  up  of  mind  and  body. 

WATER  SUPPLY  The  supply  (from  the  Nottingham  Corporation)  has 

been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality.  No 
samples  are  taken  by  this  authority. 

There  are  two  or  three  outlying  houses  without  a  piped 
supply.  The  camping  ground  mentioned  in  previous  reports  as 
having  its. water  chlorinated  is  now  connected  to  the  mains  and 
(since  April,  1952)  has  become  part  of  the  City  of  Nottingham. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  Another  year  has  passed  without  any 

apparent  progress  towards  the  construction 
of  new  disposal  works.  Alternative  schemes  are  asked  for. 

The  preparation  of  these ,  especially  where  co-operation  with 
other  local  authorities  is  required,  is  time-consuming.  It 
is  also  irksome  and  costly  and  apt  to  be  unproductive.  It 
is  indeed  evident  that  consent  to  proceed  with  the  construction 
of  new  works  is  going  to  be  withheld  wherever  the  risk  can  be 
taken.  Who  is  to  assess  this  risk?  Central  authority  or 
local  authority?  If  the  latter,  who  is  to  advise  them?  The 
Engineer,  who  knows  the  technical  claims  and  has  to  operate 
the  works  or  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  must  be  guided 
by  long-established  principles?  Would  that  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  could  assess  the  risks  to  the  public  health  with  a 
nicety  which  would  allow  him  to  modify  his  viev/s  to  suit 
economic  difficulties.’ 

The  work  of  flood  prevention  is  progressing,  in  spite  of 
recurring  difficulties,  and  the  sight  of  operations  must  be 
comforting  to  the  many  who  have  reason  to  dread  a  recurrence 
of  the  floods. 

Mining  subsidence  is  adding  to  our  troubles,  in  an  area 
which  had  nothing  to  spare  in  height  above  river  level.  We 
now  have  a  pond  of  some  acres  in  extent  which,  although 
pleasing  to  the  naturalists  as  a  bird  sanctuary,  is  putting  out 
of  use,  until  it  can  be  reclaimed,  land  which  can  ill  be 
spared. 

HOUSING  I  am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
for  the  following  figures 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION 

COMPLETED  DURING  1951 


No.  of  Permanent  Traditional  Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority 

=  19 

,f  H  "  ”  ”  ,!  by  Private  Enterprise 

=  14 

”  u  Conversions  to  Plats  (no.  of  family  units)  =  24 

These  figures  are  far  from  satisfactory  and  their  smallness 
is  emphasised  by  a  comparison  with  those  of  1950,  when  128 
houses  were  completed  by  the  Council.  It  need  hardly  be  said 
that  such  a  falling  away  was  not  due  to  any  failure  of  the 
Council  to  appreciate  the  need  for  houses  but  to  the  concurrence 
of  a  number  of  misfortunes.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  1952 
will  in  some  measure  make  up  for  1 951  • 

POOD  AND  POOD  POISONING  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his 

report  deals  in  some  detail  with  the 
inspection  of  food.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  publicity 
accorded  the  subject  of  clean  food,  of  late  years,  is  having 
an  educative  effect  on  the  public.  Gradually  our  level  of 
attainment  will  increase.  To  what  heights  we  shall  rise  no 
one  can  say.  I  think  we  need  to  instil  into  the  minds  of 
food  handlers  -  paid  and  unpaid  -  a  sense  of  cleanliness  and 
a  knowledge  of  how  contamination  takes  place  but  I  think  we 
have  to  be  careful  about  introducing  too  much  bacteriology  into 
our  propaganda.  The  exhibition  of  cultures  of  bacteria  seems 
unnecessary.  The  weak-minded  feel  morbid  and  there  are  others 
who  take  refuge  in  ridicule.  The  majority  are  no  more 
impressed  than  they  would  be  by  a  simple,  unscientific, 
statement  or  demonstration. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  The  following  table  shows  the  incidence, 


during  the  year . 

etc.,  of  the  notifiable  infectious 

mi 

diseases 

Disease 

Notifications 

Isolated  in 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

64 

5 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

28 

— 

- 

Measles 

109 

— 

- 

Pneumonia 

7 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

2 

- 

- 

Post-infectious 

1 

1 

encephalitis 

1 

1 

213 

7 

14 

3£  The  deaths  registered  as  due  to  pneumonia  bear  no  relation¬ 
ship  to  those  notified.  The  notification  of  only  seven  cases 
of  pneumonia  in  a  year  demonstrates  the  prevailing  failure  to 
notify,  and  the  recording  at  the  same  time  of  1 4  deaths  from 
the  same  disease  emphasises  it  still  more. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  The  measles  epidemic  ended  in  the  second 

quarter  of  the  year.  We  do  little  to  control 
measles.  It  is  looked  upon  as  an  inevitable  affliction,  but 
it  is  well  to  try  to  postpone  its  incidence  in  children  until 
they  are  over  five.  Scarlet  fever,  which  was  also  prevalent 
in  1951?  is  in  a  different  category.  By  no  means  everyone 
contracts  scarlet  fever  and  it  can  be  limited  in  its  spread  by 
the  exercise  of  certain  measures.  At  one  time  more  control 
was  attempted  than  now  because  it  was  a  serious  disease.  Now, 
v/hen  we  have  more  knowledge  and  could  exercise  better  control, 
the  disease  has  become  so  mild  as  to  make  it  hardly  worth 
while  to  apply  methods  of  control  which  would  involve  extensive 
surveillance  of  school  contacts,  swabbing  of  throats,  and 
restriction  by  quarantining.  These  measures  are  applied  in 
boarding  schools  with  success,  and  if  the  disease  ever  regained 
its  severity  no  doubt  they  would  become  common  practice.  As 
it  is,  scarlet  fever  can  be  a  nuisance,  through  its  way  of 
continuing  with  low  incidence  over  a  long  period,  cases  arising 
at  the  rate  of  only  one  or  two  a  week. 

The  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  throughout  the  country  was 
lower  last  year  but  what  the  future  holds  we  do  not  know.  We 
have  little  on  which  to  found  an  opinion.  Indeed,  apart  from 
lack  of  experience,  the  disease  itself  appears  to  be  changing 
its  ways.  Some  areas  have  had  epidemics  with  a  definite, 
traceable,  local  spread  to  an  extent  hitherto  unknown  in  this 
country.  In  most  areas  its  incidence  as  a  recognisable  disease 
continues  to  be  sporadic  and  unexplainable. 

Notification  of  infectious  disease  is  not  altogether 
satisfactory.  Some  doctors  are  scrupulous  in  notifying  all 
their  cases,  and  promptly,  others  tend  to  be  late,  and  from  one 
or  two  very  few  notifications  are  received. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  Again  there  were  no  cases  of 

diphtheria  notified  in  the  urban 
district  (the  last  was  in  1947).  The  table  showing  the 
position  as  regards  immunisation  in  West  Bridgford,  which  has 
been  included  in  my  annual  report  for  the  past  two  years,  has 
been  brought  up  to  date  and  reproduced.  On  the  face  of  it 
it  shows  a  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  for  1 95*1  "but  it  is 
unreliable.  General  practitioners  often  send  in  the  required 
information  a  long  time  after  the  actual  work  has  been  done 
and,  so,  statistics  by  the  year  are  inaccurate.  The  table, 
therefore,  appears  for  the  last  time.  The  increase  in  the 
number  immunised  by  the  local  authority  is  gratifying.  It 
is  curious  how  it  contradicts  one’s  impression  that  fewer 
people  have  been  attending  now  than  formerly.  No  doubt  the 
big  attendances  in  1947  are  responsible  for  this  impression. 

It  remains  unknown  whether  the  total  numbers  being  immunised 
in  West  Bridgford  now  are  greater  or  less  than  those  done 
before  the  private  doctors  commenced  to  send  in  information. 
One  can  only  say  that  the  figures  at  the  moment  seem  satisfac¬ 
tory,  and  better  than  seemed  likely  when  the  Ministry  reported 
a  considerable  falling  off  in  1  950.  Later  on  a  quinquennial 
evaluation  will  probably  be  more  accurate  by  reducing  the 
effects  of  the  delay  in  getting  some  of  the  reports  from  the 
private  doctors. 


IMMUNISATION  IN  WEST  BRIDGFORD 

1947  -  1 951 


Local  Authority 


Private 


Year 

Under 

.  5  ..... 

5=1 

1947 

183 

25 

•1948 

21  8 

14 

1949 

195 

15 

1950 

137 

11 

1951 

157 

13 

Under 

Reinf orcing  5 


68 

- 

122 

— 

149 

94 

195 

93 

216 

1 36 

5-1 5  Reinforcing 


2  20 

1  22 

3  74 


x  Calculated,  only  on  local  authority’s  figures. 


Under  5’s  as 
%  of  previous 
year’s  births 

53* 

59s 

82 

70 

92 
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TUBERCULOSIS  (Continued)  It  is  doubtful  if  it  will  be  desirable 

to  reproduce  the  accompanying  table  in 
future  years.  Its  value  is  limited  by  the  fact  that  there  are 
a  number  of  names  on  the  register  which  should  come  off.  The 
ascertainment  of  these  cases  should  be  the  work  of  the  health 
visitors  and  this  local  authority  has  none  of  these.  This 
task  of  probing  into  the  movements  and  welfare  of  people  who 
have  been  notified  as  tuberculous  but  who  have  withdrawn  from 
official  cognizance  requires  delicate  and  tactful  handling. 
Another  factor  contributing  to  the  uncertainty  about  the  future 
of  the  table  is  the  fact  that  the  new  Tuberculosis  Regulations , 
introduced  during  the  present  year,  tend  to  reduce  still  further 
the  responsibilities  and  opportunities  of  the  district  medical 
officer  of  health  for  the  control  of  tuberculosis.  I  do  not 
want  to  imply  that  this  is  a  wrong  step;  the  control  of 
tuberculosis  in  county  districts  in  the  past  has  suffered  from 
the  effects  of  dual  responsibility  and  control  and  it  was  time 
that  one  authority  had  the  full  responsibility.  This  happy 
state  of  affairs  has  not  been  reached  but  at  least  the  new 
Regulations  shov/  that  the  fault  is  recognised.  Complete 
rationalisation  awaits  the  day  when  it  will  be  possible  to  stop 
fiddling  and  tinkering  with  existing  la w  and  -practice  and  bring 
into  practice  boldly  what  everyone  concerned  knows  is  desirable. 

As  regards  the  table,  it  still  retains  some  interest,  and 
the  main  comments  for  the  year  are : 

(1 )  The  increase  in  the  number  on  the  register  is  much 
smaller  than  last  year’s  (13  instead  of  30). 

(2)  It  is  regrettable  that  part  of  the  reduction  should 
have  been  brought  about  by  an  increase  in  the  number 

of  deaths  from  two  to  eleven.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
throughout  the  period  tabulated  such  big  fluctuations 
have  been  a  feature. 

Turning  for  comfort  to  national  figures  we  find  that  the 
deaths  last  year  were  the  lowest  ever  recorded  -  a  reduction  of 
over  a  third  in  the  last  three  years.  And  there  is  at  present 
a  slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  new  cases  being  notified. 

This  is  heartening  after  the  increase  of  late  years  and  is 
probably  of  significance  when  we  consider  that  the  intensive 
work  of  ascertainment  has  been  kept  up.  The  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  still  number  about  20,000  per  annum  -  but  20  years 
ago  the  figure  was  33 ,000. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


For  the  Year  1951 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
West  Bridgford  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1 95^ - 
The  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr,  D.  D.  Button  left  to 
take  up  an  appointment  with  Docking  Rural  District  Council 
and  his  place  was  taken  by  Mr.  B.  J.  Buckingham  from 
Barnstaple  Rural  District  Council. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  inspections  and  re-inspec- 
tions  made  during  the  year;- 


Inspections 

Re -inspections 

Notifiable  Diseases 

46 

4 

Sanitary  Defects 

1  89 

334 

Housing  Defects 

133 

391 

Dirty  Houses 

2 

1 

Overcrowded  Houses 

13 

2 

Dustbins 

120 

92 

Houses -let-in-lodgings 

11 

— 

Shops 

66 

— 

Factories  (with  power) 

129 

— 

Factories  (without  power) 

69 

— 

Bakehouses 

46 

2 

Laundries 

2 

— 

Outworkers  premises 

47 

- 

Smoke  observations 

8 

1 

Drainage  Defects 

227 

133 

Swine,  fowls  and  other 

animals 

26 

1 

Water  Supply 

23 

4 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

30 

- 

Plots  of  Waste  Ground 

6 

2 

Petroleum  installations 

49 

- 

Miscellaneous 

281 

— 

Insect  infestations 

39 

27 

Owners,  etc,  interviewed 

141 

- 

Food  inspections 

23 

- 

Restaurants 

86 

— 

Meat  Shops 

99 

— 

General  Food  shops 

182 

— 

Fruit  &  Vegetable  shops 

18 

MM 

Fish  shops 

70 

- 

Fried  fish  shops 

36 

— 

Ice  Cream  premises 

188 

- 

Dairies,  etc. 

97 

— 

Slaughterhous es 

1 

Totals 

2,513 

1 ,014 
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COMPLAINTS 


During  the  year  the  following  361  complaints  were  received 
and  dealt  with:- 


General  defects  1  06 

Dustbins  59 

Overcrowding  1 

Drainage  defects  120 

Nuisance  from  pigs, 
fowls  and  keeping 
of  animals .  6 

Deposits  of  refuse  3 

Insect  infestations  41 

Offensive  odours  4 

Smoke  nuisance  9 

Re  Pood  supplies  1 1 

Cesspools  1 


361 


NOTICES 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  notices  served  and 
complied  with  during  the  year:- 

Notices  Notices 

Served  Complied  with 

79  74 

23  20 

54  -(By  Owners  25 

(By  Council  34 

27  10 


4 

2  4 

1 


186  1 71 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  are  s  till  in  receipt  of  a  5&/0  grant  from  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  this  work  with  the 
exception  of  that  carried  out  at  business  premises  for  which 
a  small  charge  is  made. 

During  the  year  309  complaints  of  infestations  were 
received  and  dealt  with,  the  operator  making  1 ,974  visits 
including  173  surveys  of  the  properties  other  than  those 
complained  of  and  303  rat  bodies  and  273  mice  bodies  wer e 
recovered  after  treatment.  On  premises  where  " gassing”  was 
carried  out  and  "spoon  baiting"  of  runs  etc. ,  it  was  not 
possible  to  recover  all  the  bodies  so  that  the  total  number 
of  rodents  destroyed  will  be  in  excess  of  the  above  figures. 

A  percentage  of  the  sewers  in  the  district  were  test 
baited  during  the  year  with  negative  results. 

HOUSING 


Public  Health  Act  ( Preliminary ^ 
Housing  Act  (  do. 

Public  Health  Act  (Dustbins 


Verbal 

Public 


Notices 
Health  Act 


Housing  Act 
Factory  Acts 


(Statutory 

Notices) 

(  ) 


There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  rate  of  repair  of 
property  during  the  past  year  nor  is  any  likely  until  drastic 
changes  in  the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts  takes  place. 
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HOUSING  ( Continued) 

16  houses  which  had  been  the  subjects  of  Demolition  Orders 
made  chiefly  in  1938  were  demolished  during  the  year;  they 
were  all  situate  in  South  Wilford.  Some  huts  on  the  Landmere 
Lane  Camp  site  are  still  occupied. 

Legal  overcrowding  is  practically  non-existent  in  West 
Bridgford  but  overcrowding  of  bedrooms  itf  fairly  high 
particularly  in  the  older  larger  properties  which  are  let  off 
in  rooms  and  so  called  flats. 

Many  of  these  larger  houses  are  becoming  very  dilapidated 
due  to  the  low  rents  received  by  the  owners  and  will  unless 
something  is  done  become  likely  subjects  for  Demolition  in  a 
few  years  time.  It  would  be  to  everyones  advantage  if  these 
houses  were  acquired  by  the  Council  and  converted  into  self 
contained  flats  which  could  be  let  at  an  economic  rent. 

There  would  be  no  subsidy  involved ,  the  Council Ts  waiting  list 
of  tenants  would  be  reduced,  the  houses  would  be  given  a  new 
lease  of  life  and  in  addition  it  would  be  an  economical 
proposition  and  the  flats  could  be  let  at  such  rents  as  would 
recoup  the  Council  within  a  few  years  time. 

Another  offensive  eye-sore  in  West  Bridgford  is  the  number 
of  neglected  corner  sites  which  are  allowed  to  become  dumping 
grounds  for  refuse  and  as  breeding  grounds  for  weeds.  It  is 
seldom  that  any  of  these  sites  can  be  classed  as  a  nuisance 
and  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  public  and  so  very  little 
is  done  about  them.  These  sites  would  in  most  cases  be  ideal 
for  the  erection  of  flats. 

The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  housing  policy 
of  all  Councils  will  have  to  expand  beyond  the  mere  building 
of  new  houses.  New  house  building  is  not,  in  many  parts  of 
the  country,  keeping  pace  with  deterioration  of  existing 
houses  and  all  houses  saved  from  demolition  mean  less  new 
houses  required  and  less  agricultural  land  withdrawn  from  the 
production  of  essential  food  supplies.  Many  townspeople  too 
prefer  flats  to  houses  with  gardens  which  have  at  least  to  be 
kept  tidy.  A  much  wider  housing  policy  is  not  only  desirable 
but  in  a  very  short  time  will  be  essential. 

MILK 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  register  showed  that  there  are 
9  dairies  and  27  distributors  of  milk  in  the  district. 

Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations  1949  consisted  of  1 6  dealers  licences  and  7 
supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  milk,  8 
dealers  licences  and  4  supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of 
sterilized  milk  and  12  dealers  licences  and  6  supplementary 
licences  for  the  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk.  Supplementary 
licences  are  issued  to  dealers  whose  business  premises  are 
outside  this  area  and  who  have  been  issued  with  dealers  licences 
by  other  authorities. 

The  production  of  milk  on  farms  is  now  under  the  control 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  who  operate 
through  the  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee.  The 
production  of  Pasteurised  and  Sterilized  milk  is  under  the 
control  of  the  County  Council. 

During  the  year  1  04  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and 
submitted  for  analysis  comprising  9  Tuberculin  tested,  33 
Tuberculin  tested  pasteurised,  42  Pasteurised,  17  Sterilized 
and  3  raw  milks. 
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MILK  (continued! 

One  Tuberculin  tested,  2  Tuberculin  tested  pasteurised, 
and  2  pasteurised  failed  to  pciss  one  or  other  of  the  tests. 

The  laboratory  suggested  that  the  failure  of  the  Pasteurised 
samples  was  probably  due  to  the  shade  temperature  at  that 
time  being  above  65°p,  a  temperature  above  which  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  becomes  unreliable. 

In  addition  to  milk,  samples  of  synthetic  cream  wer e  also 
taken.  Two  samples  from  a  Northern  Ireland  source  were  very 
unsatisfactory  and  cream  from  this  source  is  not  now  being 
sold  within  the  district.  A  sample  from  a  London  manufacturer 
proved  satisfactory. 

ICE  CREAM 

Only  one  ice  cream  manufacturer  remained  in  West  Bridgford 
during  this  year  and  he  has  since  given  up  manufacture  and  has 
disposed  of  his  factory,  there  are,  however,  some  49  retailers 
who  obtain  their  ice  cream  from  various  sources  outside  the 
district. 

60  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  testing  and  were  graded  as  follows 

Grades 


III 


IV 


Total 


Local 

No 

11 

4 

r . .  *■" 

3 

Nil 

- ...... 

18 

Manuf ac tur  er s 

$age 

61 .1$ 

22.2 % 

1  6.  6$ 

— 

Other 

No 

29 

12 

1 

Nil 

42 

Manuf actuers 

$age 

6% 

28. 6}i 

2.4$ 

— 

— 

Totals 

No 

40 

16 

4 

Nil 

60 

$age 

66. 6$ 

26, 6$ 

6.6$ 

— 

i 

1 

The  Ice  Cream  Sub-Committee  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Public  Health  Laboratory  service  recommend  that  the  quality 
of  an  ice  cream  should  not  be  judged  on  isolated  samples  but 
over  a  period,  at  least  50 $  should  fall  into  Grade  I,  80$ 
into  Grades  I  and  II,  not  more  than  20$  into  Grade  III  and 
none  into  Grade  IV.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  above  samples 
graded  considerably  better  than  the  recommendations. 

In  addition  two  water  ices  (lollies  or  suckers)  were 
sent  for  analysis  and  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

POOD 


The  food  shops  in  the  district  are  quite  satisfactory. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  condemn  any  meat  offered  for  sale. 
The  meat  sold  in  this  district  is  obtained  from  the  Nottingham 
abattoir  where  it  is  inspected  by  the  City  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Regular  visits  are  paid  to  cafes  and  other  food  preparing 
premises  and  advice  and  instruction  is  given  where  necessary. 

The  Council  has  adopted  the  Model  Byelaws  of  the  Ministry 
of  Pood  relating  to  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of 
Pood  and  Sale  of  Pood  in  the  Open  Air. 

A  copy  of  these  Byelaws  were  given  to  each  person  who 
was  likely  to  be  affected  by  them  and  at  the  same  time  an 
opportunity  was  taken  to  check  premises  under  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act  1938.  Some  minor  defects  were  found  and  these 
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FOOD  (Continued) 


have  been  remedied  without  the  necessity  for  legal  action* 
Verbal  warnings  have  been  given  in  one  or  two  instances 
relating  to  the  sale  of  stale  foodstuffs  and  to  the  exposing 
of  cooked  vegetables  in  the  open  air  to  the  possibility  of 
contamination  by  the  atmosphere  and  fouling  by  dogs. 

The  following  items  of  food  were  voluntarily  surrendered 
by  shopkeepers  when  found  to  be  unfit  for  food:- 


206J  lbs  of  Tinned  Cooked  Ham 


Sausage 
Meat  Loaf 
Luncheon  Meat 
Pork 
Spa^fetti 
Milk" 

Salmon 

Greengages 

Tomatoes 


1 


Processed  Cheese 

Halibut 

Crabs 


I  wish  to  express  to  the  Council  my  gratitude  and  thanks 
for  their  help  and  support  and  also  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  Health  Department  staff,  and  to  my  colleagues 
in  other  departments,  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  co-operation. 


I  am, 


Yours  faithfully, 


C.  Webb 


Sanitary  Inspector 
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Below  is  a  copy  of  a  report  received  from  the  Ghief  Inspector,  Nottinghamshire  County  Council,  Weights 
easures  and  Pood  and  Drugs  Department, 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 


(l)  Inspections 

Number 

on 

Written 

Occupiers 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections  Notices 

Prosecuted 

(a)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1 ,2,3,4 
and  6  are  to  he 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities.  25 

(b)  Factories  not 

included  in  (a)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority.  83 

(c)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises)  3 


175 


3 


1 


TOTAL  111  247 


1 


(2)  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 


Found 


Referred 
to  by 

H.M. 

Remedied  Inspector 


No.  of  cases  in 
which  prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness  1  1-1 


(3)  Outworkers,  Sections  110  and  111 


No*  of  outworkers  in  August  list 
required  by  Section  110(1)  (c) 


Wearing  apparel,  making  etc.  28 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  17 
Carding  etc.  of  buttons  etc.  2 

TOTAL  47 


(16) 
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